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WEATHER

The week was very wet for the most

part with daily rains over much of the

State. Amounts ranged from .75 inch in

the Panhandle up to 3.00 inches in the

east. Local amounts of 5.00 to 7.00

inches were not uncommon in the east

where creeks and rivers were overflowing

farm lands at numerous locations. Tem-

peratures averaged about normal for this

time of the year.

GENERAL

Rains during the week continued to

frustrate farmers' efforts to plant

spring row crops. Statewide, less than

half of this year's expected corn plant-

ings were complete by Sunday, May 23,

about 1½ weeks behind normal. Very

little planting progress was made in the

east central and southeastern crop

reportlng districts as 75% of the coun-

tles reported no fieldwork accomplished

during the week. With soils saturated

in many eastern counties, good drying

weather is needed before planting may

contlnue. Statewide, days considered

suitable for fieldwork were 1.8.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 3%

short, 22% adequate, and 75% surplus.

Subsoil supplies were 6% short, 53%

adequate, and 41% surplus. A year ago,

topsoil moisture rated 2% short, 78%

adequate, and 20% surplus. Subsoil

moisture was 57% short, 41% adequate,

and 2% surplus.

CROPS

Corn planting was 45% complete by

May 23, compared to 85% planted last year

and normal. Planting progress varies

greatly by area. The Panhandle was 85%

complete while southeastern and east
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central producers had just less than 25%

in the ground. A year ago, planting in

the southeast and east central were nearly

90% complete. Statewide, 20% of the crop

was emerged compared to 45% last year and

normal. Historically, this year's slow

progress may be compared with 43% planted

by May 19, 1972 and 29% planted by May 20,

1961.

Sorghum planting was 4% complete com-

pared to 25% last year and 40% normal.

Soybeans were 3% planted, behind both last

year's 25% and normal of 35%.

Wheat crop condition rated 28% fair,

61% good and 11% excellent. Excessive

moisture has caused some deterioration of

condition in some eastern fields with warm,

dry conditions needed. Infestations of

brown wheat mites were damaging some

western fields. Jointing was 85% complete

compared to 100% last year and 80% normal.

Ten percent of the acreage was headed

compared to 65% last year and 15% normal.

Alfalfa crop condition rated good or

excellent in over 85% of the state. How-

ever, first crop harvesting was behind

normal due to the wet conditions. Aerial

spraying was reported in the east central

and southeast to combat high numbers of

alfalfa weevils.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies con-

tinued to improve statewide and rated

mostly adequate. Livestock movement to

spring pastures continued in most areas;

however, supplemental feeding was still

going on in the southwestern Panhandle.

Feedlots in the eastern 2/3 of the state

are very muddy from the prolonged wet

conditions making livestock movement diffi-

cult. Branding of young calves is underway

in western counties.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 21, 1982

NW

Total past week ............ 70

Total since April 1 ....... 2.90

Normal slnce April 1 ...... 3.73

NC NE CEN

1.50 2.80 1.20

4.80 5.40 4.60

4.10 4.78 4.49

EC SW SC SE

2.70 .70 1.20 1.80

7.50 5.30 6.20 7.10

5.01 3.82 4.50 5.36
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